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“Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and 
pray for them.  But the disciples rebuked those who brought them.   Jesus said, “Let 
the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs 
to such as these.”                                           Matthew 19:13-14 
 

  
 As I write this, earlier this morning, I had the opportunity to see our preschool graduation.  There were 
a good amount of parents and grandparents attending.  As the children looked out into the audience and saw 
family members, their faces lit up, some waved, others even spoke a greeting out loud.  As one father came 
in, just a little after the beginning of the program, his daughter spotted him and smiled a great big smile.  It 
was fun to see the excitement of the children and the relationships with parent, grandparent, and child. 
 Parents are certainly not perfect, but one could not have judged so from the happy faces of the chil-
dren.  Children misbehave and can be difficult, but good parents persevere and desire the very best for their 
son or daughter.   
 In Jesus’ day, parents brought their children to Jesus to receive his blessing and pray for their children.  
Good parents, continue in our day, to want their children to be blessed by God.   Parents try to provide for all 
that will be best for their children and to put them in a place where good can be realized in their child’s life.  
At times parents may overdue the opportunities that they pursue to give their child every advantage, but I nev-
er doubt that the motivation is usually good and right. 
 The disciples apparently tried to stop this bringing of children to Jesus for blessing.  Maybe they were 
trying to conserve Jesus’ energy for healing, teaching, and preaching.  Jesus, however, wanted the children to 
come and even used them as an illustration of those to whom the kingdom belonged.  Max Lucado wrote 
about becoming like little children.  He said that they are “carefree, joy filled, playful, trusting, curious, and 
excited.”  I wish that we, as adults, were able to be this way toward our good heavenly Father. 
 Some of us are privileged to have a child or children of our own.  Others of you have grandchildren.  
As a church, we are also able to welcome and to bless children.  We anticipate having such an opportunity, in 
even greater portion this summer , with Summer Fun and Vacation Bible School.  I know that some of you 
have already committed time to these endeavors.  Many more of you have been supportive with monetary 
contributions or fund-raising activities.  I hope that you will be especially regular in praying for the children 
who will be a part of these ministries, as well as the ongoing ones year long.  I hope that each child will have 
a greater sense of the welcoming presence of Jesus Christ.  Children can understand sin and the need for a 
Savior.  They can truly begin a real and personal response to God’s grace.  I, personally, want to give the chil-
dren this summer, opportunities both to know and to respond.  Then, in responding, I also want to see support 
and encouragement in faith extended. 
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The General Conference of the United Methodist Church met May 10-20, 2016 at Port-
land, Oregon.  Here are a few of the actions and activities that transpired.  First, regard-
ing the issues related to sexuality, a motion was approved to delay a debate on homosex-
uality at this gathering and let a proposed commission study church regulations.  The 
bishops may call a special General Conference in 2018 or 2019 to deal with such pro-
posals.  Second, the delegates approved a general church budget of $604 million for 
2017-2020.  This is a slight increase over the $603.1 million approved at the 2012 Gen-

eral Conference.  Third, stirring worship was experienced.  Every worship service featured sermons by United 
Methodist bishops.  The running theme of these sermons was to stay humble, serve others, and be the church that 
Christ wants us to be.  Fourth, there were a number of presentations and celebrations, including the 30th anniver-
sary of Disciple Bible Study, the 25th anniversary of Africa University, and the celebration of the Imagine No Ma-
laria Initiative that launched in 2008. Fifth, a new hymnal project received a green light.  This one will be internet-
cloud based and print-on-demand—the first high-tech hymnal for a mainline denomination. Sixth, there were also 
several issues related to the Central Conferences.  These issues included the adding of bishops and increases of 
finances for Central Conference Theological Education. Finally, a motion was adopted to withdraw denomination-
al general agency membership from the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice and to remove language of 
support for the coalition from the Book of Resolutions. 
This brief summary is excerpted from an article by Joey Butler entitled, “ GC2016 wrap-up:  Farewell, Portland.  

Thanks for the doughnuts.”.  Copies of the entire article can be found in the church office or accessed at http://

www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2016-wraps -up-with-budget-divestment. 

 
 
 
“Giving 101 - World Service Fund 
United Methodism’s General Board of Global Mission spans the world as it seeks to make disciples for Jesus 
Christ; strengthen, develop and renew congregations and communities; alleviate human suffering; and seek justice, 

freedom and peace. 
The agency has missionaries in more than 60 countries. These missionaries work in partnership with local congre-
gations as well as with United Methodist agencies, including the United Methodist Committee on Relief, which is 
under the umbrella of the General Board of Global Ministries.  
More than 100 young adults engage in mission work around the world as Global Mission Fellows. Young people, 
ages 20-30, with a bachelor’s degree or the equivalent volunteers two years to serve in the United States and other 

countries. These young adults work directly in communities that struggle with systemic injus-
tice, human suffering, illiteracy, at-risk children, substance abuse, domestic violence and inade-
quate health care.  
We support this important work globally through our apportioned giving to the World Service 
Fund, the financial lifeline to Christian mission and ministry throughout the denomination. 
Thank you! 
For more information, check out    www.umcgiving.org" 

 I remember hearing a story of an evangelist who returned home after a service.  His wife asked if there 
were any commitments  to Christ made.  “One and a half,” was his response.  “Do you mean one, as being one 
adult, and the half, as being one child?” she asked.  “No, the adult has only half his life to live for the Lord.  The 
child is one, because most all of her life is available to God,” he said. 
 Please pray with me for the children.  Please pray that we might also, ever have a child-like heart toward 
our God. 
Love in Christ, 
Pastor Jeff 



JULY  

Birthdays  
Virginia Haidet  1 

Jason Wearley  1 
Delaney Ballard  1 
Sharon Putt  1 
Lisa Ballard  3 
Richard Brown  3 
Erin Ford  5 
Cathy Cliver  8  
Linda Menyes  8  
Kevin Morrison  9   
Brian Bates        10                
Andrea Kraus           10 
Julie Slater        10 
Temperance Schwarz  10 
Alex Marr  10 
Marshall Blake  10 
Amelia Reed  10 
Linda Pitman      11  
Denny Leek        13 
Joyce Bowers  14 
Laura Hawk  14 
Al Collier        15 
Jean Compton        16 
Jim Gauer        16 
Michele Stevenor      16 
Donna Graffius  17 
Kathleen Patterson   17 
Alayna Slater  17 
Marlene Caughron     18 
Jonah Fleischer       19 
Barry Saley  20 
John Poor  21 
Jeffrey Stinnett      21 
Lisa Levering  22 
Pastor Jeff Gindlesberger    23 
Lee Ann Schwarz      24 
Carol Caughron       25 
Matthew Schwarz      25 
Mark Carney      27 
Mark Capoun  28 
Clara Chidester  28 
Leroy Reed        31 
Noah Delaney  31 
  
 

Anniversaries 

Kenny and Amanda Hodges             1 
Matthew & Tara Blake             20 
Vic & Sue Kittinger             28 
 
 

 JUNE  

Birthdays 
June Hinton   1 
Mason Stephens     1 
Dottie Adkins   2  
Sierra Pennock   2 
Kelly Willison   2 
Sarah Saley     4 
Mick Cochran   6 
John Snoderly   6 
Justin Hunt     7 
Brenda Fahrer  10 
Richard Cole  11 
Hank Stacks  14 
Linda Harrison    15 
Jack Adkins  16 
Emily Hershberger  16 
Sandra Urbach  17 
James Dodds  17 
Donna Marinelli  17 
Kelly Myers    18 
Stephanie Taylor  19 
Diana Wearley  19 
Shaunna (Atkinson) Bolton  19 
Angela Fleischer  20 
Charles Hundley  21 
Tara Blake    22 
Jamie Pouncey  24 
Wesley Blake  24 
Sam Gindlesberger  25 
Sid Pouncey    28 
Hannah Urbach  28 
Lindsey Stacks  29 
Jaime Bowling    30 
Alice Whittaker  30 
Sherry Hall  30 

 

 

Anniversaries 
Jason & Diana Wearley                1 
Ben & Julie Pennock                2 
Dave & Sue Atkinson                3 
Emery & Linda Pitman                             3 
Jeff & Deborah Burdette                4 
Kerry & Tammi Duncan              12 
Sidney & June Pouncey              13 
Jerry & Sharon Putt              14 
Rob & Ann Perkins                           19 
Steve& Holly Reed              24 
David & Betty Baughman                        25 
 
 



To Our Family at Lakemore UMC, 
We sincerely do think of you all as our church fami-
ly and want to thank you for your prayers and con-
cerns when Al was in the hospital in April. Pastor 
Jeff was there for us and we love him for it.  A spe-
cial thanks to the “youth” for their concern. 
Sincerely, 
Al and Rosalie Collier 
 

************************** 
Please make note of this new address: 
Benjamin and Tina Shull 
135 E. Cook Rd. #K-8 
Mansfield, OH 44907 
Ben, cell:  419-543-9012 
Tina, cell:  419-258-0251 
 

************************** 
Our preschool is accepting applications for 3-4 year 
olds for Fall, 2016 classes.  Contact Ginny Haidet at 
330-699-1873 for more information/to register. 
 

************************** 
PICNICS IN THE PARK BIBLE STUDY 
A summertime Bible Study for all women of the 
church will be held  at Gorge Metro Park in Cuya-
hoga Falls on Wednesday nights, 6:30-8:00pm.  The 
dates for this 6 session study are June 8, June 22, 
July 6, July 27, August 10, and August 24. 
This study will focus on practical 
ways to live out the faith and develop 
a deeper relationship with God. 
It is our hope that our gatherings will 
also include a meal.   For more infor-
mation, see Tanya Hancock or Linda 
Pitman. 
 

FOOD PANTRY REQUESTS 
6/05 toothpaste 
6/12 deodorant 
6/19 paper towels 
6/26 toilet paper 
7/03     laundry soap 
7/10 shampoo 
7/17 dish soap 
7/24 bar/face soap 
7/31 facial tissues 
Donations are always welcome and appreciated.  If 
you’d like to make a financial donation, you may mail 
it to the church or place it in the offering plate Sunday 
mornings with Food Pantry noted on the envelope.  If 
you would like to donate non-perishable food items, 
you may place them in the designated box in the over-
flow area.  Thank you for helping those in need. 

    
*********************** 

Help is needed: 
Evelyn Nettle would like to step down as our Prayer 
Chain Coordinator so we are looking for someone to 
take over this very important position.  This person 
would receive all prayer requests and then start the 
prayer chain.   
We are also looking for individuals who would be will-
ing to help with providing transportation for church 
members for various appointments and other needs.   
Please contact the church office if you are interested in 
either of these needs. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
For now, please continue to call Evelyn Nettle at 330-
644-5981 for the prayer chain.   
Donna Marinelli has agreed to become our email pray-
er chain coordinator.  Thanks, Donna!  If you would 
like to be included on the email prayer chain, send your 
email to her at  DonnaMMarinelli@aol.com . 
 

  

 Thursday, August 11, 9:00am-4:00pm 
 Friday, August 12, 9:00am-4:00pm 
 Saturday, August 13, 9:00am-noon 
 

 In the pavilion and the Fellowship Hall 
 
 Be sure to stop by and  purchase an item or two! 
 
 Your donations of unwanted yet saleable household items may be brought   
  to the church starting July 25.  Clothing may be brought in after August 1. 
 
            This event is sponsored by the Lakemore UMC Shulamite Circle. 



 
 

 

 

 

  
 
  
 2 bags - play sand 
 50 sheets – blue and green tissue paper (25 each) 
 15 rolls – washi tape (variety) 
 5 lbs sugar 
 1 small bucket of modeling clay 
 3 lbs angel hair pasta 
 3 lbs cavatappi pasta 
 2 lbs ground beef 
 2 jars alfredo sauce 
 4 jars spaghetti sauce 
 1 shaker of parmesan cheese 
 4 cup package of mozzarella cheese (shredded) 
 2 large tubs of butter 
 60 hot dogs 
 60 hot dog buns 
 15 boxes Kraft mac and cheese (or 3 – 5 packs) 
 1 gallon of 2% milk 
 50 soft taco shells 
 25 crunchy taco shells 
 1 big bag of Mexican cheese – shredded (usually around $9 at Giant Eagle) 
 1 large tub of sour cream (24-32 oz) 
 2 heads of lettuce 
 1 can of corn (not cream style) 
 3 – 18 packs of eggs 
 6 -8 gallons of punch 
 5 tomatoes 
 Forks 
 Spoons 
 Napkins 
 Sturdy plates 
 50 – 20oz pop bottles (clean) 
 50 – empty cereal boxes 
 1 large bottle of dish soap 
 6 bottles of Elmer’s glue 

Items can be placed in the designated box in the overflow area.  Thanks!! 

 

**4 volunteers are needed to make desserts for 50-60 people.  See Julie Pennock or  

Megan Pitman if you would be willing to help.** 

         SURF SHACKSURF SHACKSURF SHACKSURF SHACK 



SURF SHACK 

Catch the Wave of God’s  Amazing Love! 
Sunday, July 10—Thursday, July 14 

6:00pm-dinner 
6:30-8:30pm-program 

For children 4 –12 years old 
Registration forms can be found in the overflow area 

THIS YEAR’S THEME IS  “FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT” 
 

Tuesday, Wednesdays, Thursdays     11:00am-2:00pm 
June 14,15,16  July 5,6,7 
June 21,22,23  July 19,20,21 
June 28,29,30  July 26,28,29 (Tuesday, Thursday, Friday this week) 
 
 

All sessions will be here at the church, unless it is a field trip day.  Flyers will be 
available with information about the field trips. 
 
Our Summer Fun program is open to all children kindergarten-6th grade.  Bring a 
sack lunch with you each day—beverages and snacks are provided. 
Register soon—space is limited. 
Registration forms and medical forms can be found on the table in the overflow 
area. 
Our teachers this year are Julie Pennock and Diana Wearley, with Linda Pitman 
as the Summer Fun Coordinator.  Volunteers are needed.  See one of these ladies 
for ways you can help, or stop by the Summer Fun board in the overflow area and 
check out the sign up sheet.  You will also find there a list of items needed for 
this event.  Please add your name to the items that you would be willing to pro-
vide. 
Thanks for your support of this free summer program for the children of the com-
munity! 



Akron Rubber Ducks vs. Erie Seawolves 
Friday, July  15 

Adults $10.00  Children (6-12) $7.00 
 

Price includes your ticket and transportation. There 
will be fireworks after the game!  Transportation 
leaves the church at 6:00pm for a 7:05pm game. 
Watch for a sign up sheet in the overflow area. This 
event is sponsored by the Lakemore UMM. 
 

*********************** 
Please let the church office know if you have an ad-
dress change, phone number change, or family change.  
With your help, we can keep our member records up 
to date.  If you no longer wish to receive this newslet-
ter, please let the office know that, too.  You may con-
tact the office at 330-733-6531, or at  lakemo-
reumc@att.net  .  

 
************************* 

Our UMYF is now meeting in the pavil-
ion at 6:30pm and will be meeting there 
most Sundays through the summer.  All 
youth in 7th-12th grades are invited to 
attend! 

 Saturday, August 13, 2016 
5:30 to 9:00pm 

 
The Missional Outreach Team is planning its next 
Bridge Event to be held at Scenic Springfield Lake ~ 
Dodds Park in Lakemore. 
The Congregation is encouraged to come and partici-
pate with your welcoming presence and personalities, 
interacting with those individuals we already know and 
hopefully building some new bridges with those who 
come with whom we are not quite as familiar. 
Musical entertainment will be provided.  We are in the 
process of seeking musical talent and songs that may 
appeal to the taste of a wide range of folks, sort of a va-
riety show (like 50s to 80s). 
If you have any questions or desire to help in some way, 
please contact one of the members of our Missional 
Outreach Team. 

 
Pastor Jeff, Eric East, Rich Cole, 

Tanya Hancock, Emery or Linda Pitman 

Come join the Missional Outreach Team on Sunday, June 26, 2:00pm 
For Cake Walk Fun 

at the Rock the Docks Festival inside the Springfield Fire Department Hub  
across Springfield Lake on E. Waterloo Rd. 

 
Your support would be appreciated either by your visible presence in the community that day or by your willing-
ness to donate a cake in support of Missional Outreach.  The cost of each walk will be $1.00 and the monies col-
lected will be used for continued events sponsored by the Missional Outreach Team of Lakemore UMC. 
We encourage you to be supportive of this event.  We were given a special invitation by the Rock The Docks com-
mittee and Lakemore Village Council to be a part of this event.  People are recognizing us as a valuable asset to 
the community as our missional outreach team strives to live out the stated vision of Lakemore United Methodist 
Church: “Creating relationships, sharing faith in Christ and growing together in a life devoted to God”. 
If you are interested in donating a cake or two, please add your name to the sign up sheet in the overflow area, or 
contact Becky McCutcheon or Linda Pitman at 330-733-6531. 
 
 


